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The drought continues and the effects on
children and families are devastating
‘Times are very, very
toughforpeople. Everyone
is saying that it is
getting worse by the
day. We heard from
a headteacher last
November that "our
children are hungry",
so add 350 days to that
and imagine the impact.’
Jessica Bishop, Trustee

Trustee Visit
In September, Trustee
Jessica Bishop spent a
fortnight visiting Friends
of Hlekweni projects taking
out books, toys and
equipment, monitoring
progress and bringing
back information and
pictures. Several feeding
schemes are being monitored.
We are currently feeding
1500 pupils at a cost of
around 15p per meal.

Children at Mgadla Primary School, near Bulawayo, having lunch provided by
Friends of Hlekweni. For most of them this is the main meal of the day.
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Peaceful Schools Project gathers momentum
After our Trustee visit in May, when a plan was
made to initiate Peace Education in a number of
schools, there has been good progress. All four of
the Primary Schools in the Bulawayo area which we
support have welcomed the proposal to set up
Peace Clubs.
Teachers at Samathonga School, under the enthusiastic
leadership of Marko Dube, were the first to set up
a Peace Club in the Summer Term. The club is led
by senior teacher Jeffrey Ncube with the assistance
of other staff and some trainee teachers, who will

be able to take their learning on to new schools in
due course.
Initially, 22 students signed up and now the
club numbers over 30 members. All the school
prefects were encouraged to join because of their
critical role in encouraging peaceful resolution of
inter-pupil conflicts. Teachers report that the
ethos of the school has already improved following
the establishment of the club and reports of bullying
are now minimal. Students were reported to be disappointed when the second term drew to an end.

Left:
Sibo Ncube introduces
the aims of the project
to teachers from six
schools. The teachers
reviewed a range of
lesson materials
including on building a
peaceful climate,
understanding conflict,
understanding peace
and peacemaking,
mediation, negotiation,
group problem solving and
rights and responsibilities.

Samathonga plans to involve its parents in the
project. Recently the school was visited by a Minister of
Education who praised the way the school is
developing.
Sibo Ncube, of the Brethren in Christ Church, has
been actively encouraging three of its primary schools
to begin Peace Club work. The impetus provided by the
pioneering work at Samathonga has enabled a new
network of Peaceful Schools to be launched. In midNovember the first meeting of the Network was
successfully held (pictured) at which six of the seven
schools were represented. The project believes
that because “children are both victims and perpetrators
of violence, the school is an influential environment
which can be more beneficial when it strengthens
active peacebuilding skilling and practice.”
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Thank You …
To all our supporters who have been knitting teddies, making pencil
cases, collecting textbooks and other school equipment to take out
to the children in our schools. The gifts below have just been
unloaded from a suitcase onto the headteacher’s desk at
Ngwenyama School, ready for distribution around the school.
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Secondary Bursary Scheme: numbers will be
maintained for 2017
Friends of Hlekweni is able to confirm ongoing
support for at least thirteen students in 2017 – if
we had more standing orders, we could
commit to more students in future years.
Solomon Makadzange, Agnes Ndlovu (the
Bulawayo Quaker Meeting group who run the
scheme) and Jessica Bishop visited Matopo
High School in September. The school has a
long standing connection with the Bursary
Scheme. Tilbert Moyo (left) is currently in
Form 3. The picture shows him with his geography
teacher, Nontokhozo Sibanda, who was
herself a Bursary student in 2000. Mrs
Sibanda’s husband who is also a teacher, was
another beneficiary of the bursary scheme.
The thirteen students are at schools across
Zimbabwe, including near Harare. The management
committee have plans to improve monitoring
arrangements by placing students in a smaller
number of schools in the future.

Vital Support for Ngwenyama School in its
struggle to raise standards for all
Ngwenyama school was set up three years ago in Emganwini township on the edge of Bulawayo. The population
is rising rapidly and there are many children in the area but educational facilities lag a long way behind what
they should be even to provide a decent grounding in the basics. Space and equipment are severely lacking.
Thanks to our supporters, we have been able to ensure that all children have a chair and desk space, and
more textbooks. The pre-school parents’ group had cleared a garden area in order to grow food to enhance
the sadza staple (porridge-like maizemeal). Parents support the preparation and weeding, and even the
youngest children learn basic gardening skills. But these efforts are hampered by a lack of basic tools. We
hope to get tools out to help with the gardening.
However, growing conditions have been very difficult
during 2016 . Friends of Hlekweni has also been able
to pay for the installation of some play equipment
(pictured) which was totally lacking before.
Thandi Nkomo Headteacher of Ngwenyama Primary
School reports:
‘Your donations have really gone a long way in promoting quality education. ….Pass my greetings on to
all supporters of Friends of Hlekweni. May God give
you abundantly so you continue supporting needy
children.’
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Fund-raising for Friends of Hlekweni
Small change – big difference

Anyone for Making Teddies?
Luton and Leighton Area Meeting camp had a
‘teddy knitting’ group – and this is continuing
with ‘knit and chat’ sessions in people’s
homes.
Could you knit a teddy or make a pencil case
for the Year 0 pupils (3-5s) in our schools? We
hope to take out another 150 in March.
The pattern is on the website. To download
one go to www.friendsofhlekweni.org.uk and
click on Giving in the menu bar.
We very much welcome your ideas on fundraising,
especially as the funding situation has deteriorated,
with the steep fall in the value of the GB
Pound. Could you hold an event in your
Meeting or home? For example, Milton Keynes
Meeting has recently hosted a performance of ‘Red
Flag over Bermondsey’ with a book sale to
raise money. Or what about a cake sale? Do
you have contacts with Trusts or charities like
Rotary or Round Table that might be receptive
to grant requests?

Would you be willing to collect your small change in our newly
designed small change box? You can either download a template
from the website, or ask for one to be posted to you. To
download go to www.friendsofhlekweni.org.uk and then
click on Giving in the menu bar.

The 2017 Yearly Business Meeting
will be held during Yearly Meeting Gathering at Warwick
in July/early August: date to be confirmed.
Support Friends of Hlekweni
Do you have a serviceable laptop or a digital
camera that you are replacing? Or good quality
reference books and appropriate picture or
story books? Or pre-school resources:
stacking toys, abacuses, jigsaws etc? If
you can get them to us, we can get them to
schools in Matabeleland.
Donations (especially by standing order) are
the lifeblood of what we do: please continue
to be generous.
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Friends of Hlekweni UK
The Quaker Centre
1 Oakley Gardens
Downhead Park
Milton Keynes MK15 9BH
www.friendsofhlekweni.org.uk
UK registered charity no 1126598
Email: info@friendsofhlekweni.org.uk

Thank you for your support

