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Free school meals remain vital for
children’s learning
Trustee visit
Trustees Jessica Bishop and Lee Taylor, along with Cherry
Stainforth of Watford Meeting, were in Zimbabwe in
March 2017 to renew
and develop relationships and to visit the
projects we support. ‘In
particular, ’ Lee writes,
‘we wanted to be able
to recommend to
Trustees whether or
not to continue with
the school meals
programmes that
were agreed in 2016 to
help ameliorate the
hunger caused by long term drought and
disastrous harvests.
We were able to visit
all the four primary
schools we support – Samathonga, Mgadla, Ngwenyama
and Lochview – and also visit some of the pupils from the
Secondary Bursary scheme.‘

Meeting American Friends Service Committee
Jessica and Lee travelled to Harare to meet with the small
band of Quakers there and to visit the offices of American
Friends Service Committee (AFSC). We discovered close
links with AFSC work – Director Nthabiseng Nkomo
commented: ‘I hope we can remain connected and find
ways of complementing each other’s work for peace and
social justice’.

Supporting Learning
‘We were convinced that the school meals programmes
support student learning in important ways– the promise
of a free meal brings both students and teachers to school
regularly, supports healthy growth and activity levels and

relieves the pressure on hard-pressed families. We have
built up positive evidence of the impact of these schemes
with the help of the schools, Shelley Lasker, the Epap provider,
and other experts. We
know the need remains,
even with the better
harvest expected this
year. So Trustees have
committed a very
significant proportion
of our funds to feeding
around 1500 pupils.
‘We learned about
the new emphases in
the revised Zimbabwean
primary curriculum,
particularly the focus on
pre-vocational skills, in
respect of which, Trustees
have approved a grant to
Samathonga School for
cookers to support baking skills.
‘The 150 kg of resources we took out were invaluable –
thank you to all the teddy knitters, pencil case makers, toy,
book and laptop donors: the energetic joy in the Early
Childhood class at Ngwenyama on getting their own teddies
was memorable. Providing the Ehlekweni Peace Club with a
refurbished laptop, camera and files means that the young
adults there can enhance their work with their peers. The
Peace books sent out by Trustee Don Rowe for Peace Club
teachers gives them the tools they need for their work.

Ongoing needs
‘We know the needs in the schools: additional classroom
space, chairs and desks, boards, stationery, library books,
computers, pre-school resources. Security is also a growing issue, so having a robust school fence is important. Your contributions, whether in money or in
kind, can help ensure that this valuable work continues.‘

‘What we can never stop doing is peacework’
In less than a year since the initial planning
meeting, Peace Clubs are active in all four of the
Friends of Hlekweni supported schools, and in several
other primary and secondary schools in the
Mennonite/Brethren in Christ Church community.
Sibonokhule Ncube, (pictured below with Lee Taylor)
who is co-ordinating the Peaceful Schools project in
Bulawayo underlined the importance of getting
headteachers and lead teachers to a review
meeting to encourage sharing of ideas especially in
the context of the new Zimbabwean curriculum.
This year is one of consolidation, of learning what
works well before extending the number of schools
in the project. Sibo is also keen to mainstream
peacebuilding work in all her development work. As
she put it, ‘what we can never stop doing, resource
or not, is peacework’.

David Jobson, director of Hlekweni from 2005-2010

Alternatives to Violence Training
Bulawayo Quakers have been very active in rolling
out the Alternative to Violence workshops – 68
people were given first, second and third (trainer)
level training in the year up to March 2017, and
they are confidently planning to expand their work
over the next five years. This will include training
local teachers in AVP skills in order to increase
their confidence and ability to run Peace Club
activities in their schools.
The young adult Peace Club at Ehlekweni is very
enthusiastic about the prospect of rolling out
Alternatives to Violence Programme and peace
work in their communities – they begin with sports
activities to engage young people and move on to
talk about non-violent ways of handling difficult
situations.
The Women’s Ministry at the Theological
College of Zimbabwe held a ground-breaking
course on Combatting Domestic Violence, attended
by key women in church communities – and (for the
first day) their husbands.
In the run-up to the 2018 Zimbabwe elections,
the peacebuilding work is crucial: FoH money has
underpinned the development of Peace Club work,
helped fund the AVP and Combatting Domestic
Violence courses and given equipment to the Peace
Club at Ehlekweni.

The young ‘peacekeepers’ at Ngwenyama School
wrote poems about peace. One read:

Peace, peace, peace
Shalom shalom, shalom
We want peace at school
We want peace at home
We want peace in the church
We say no to violence and bullying
Let peace dwell here
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In memory of
David Jobson

Secondary Schools
Bursary Scheme

David Jobson, (pictured left) former Director of Hlekweni and
member of Milton Keynes Quaker Meeting, died in Pretoria on
3rd April at the age of 75 after a short illness. David’s work to
raise and channel donations for the Quaker training centre at
Hlekweni and Samathonga school was the initiative which led to
Friends of Hlekweni being founded. As Director at Hlekweni from
2003 to 2010, David was responsible for reviving a demoralised
organisation under the most difficult circumstances of political
turmoil, economic decline in the region, hyper-inflation and
shortages of food, fuel and other necessities. Despite these
difficulties, hundreds of young and older Zimbabweans graduated
from Hlekweni’s training schemes with skills enabling them to
make a living for themselves and their families. Hlekweni also
built a reputation which allowed it to be selected as partner for
various rural development projects by other NGOs and funding
agencies.
FoH Trustee David Brown says ‘David was a man of extraordinary
energy and commitment. When I worked and lived alongside him
at Hlekweni for eight months in 2006-7 the finance department
had lost its staff but David had calmly identified the critical tasks
and trained a promising junior member of staff to do them. From
this base it was possible to put the finances on a better footing.
Managing hyper-inflation required continual improvisation but
David simply got on with it. We even, with help from many
Friends, hosted the Quaker Central and Southern Africa yearly
meeting in 2007. When I made further visits it became clear that
David’s contribution was enormous but, then in his late sixties,
he had carried a great burden. When, in 2014, closure of
Hlekweni was identified as the best option, it became clear to me
that the multiple conditions and problems had existed for some
time and that only with David’s extraordinary contribution had it
continued. He was a remarkable person and a dear, generous,
and inspiring friend.’
David grew up in the UK, and initially worked with young people
in the youth sector, after which he worked for Milton Keynes
Development Corporation setting up Children’s Centres in the
new city. On leaving, he moved to Age UK. He moved to southern
Africa in the 1990s, then in his fifties, to work on various projects
including a community radio station, a rural community development
association, and finally the promotion of the use of vetiver grass
for which he remained a passionate advocate (www.vetiver.org).
After retiring from Hlekweni he made his home in Pretoria and
continued to be interested in development work in southern Africa, making several visits to Bulawayo lending his expertise to subsequent directors and the project which decided to bring Quaker
Hlekweni to a close. He will be missed by the many who liked,
loved and admired him.
At the Memorial Service in Milton Keynes, Friends of
Hlekweni was honoured to be nominated as the body to receive
donations in David’s memory. If you would like to contribute to
continuing the work about which he was so passionate, please
contact us (see p 4 for details of how to do this).

3

‘Marvellous is marvellous’ comments headteacher
Jessica Bishop visited Marvellous at Langham High
School near Harare, with Benonia Nyakuwanikwa,
clerk of Harare Meeting and Margaret Nhembe
who looks after the Harare students. Marvellous is
predicted 10 A* at O Level.
Sinodumo has returned to Usher School for the
sixth form, having done well in her O Levels.
With Solomon Makadzange and Agnes Ndlovu,
Lee, Jessica and Cherry Stainforth visited Rosemary
(pictured below) at St Columbus school in Bulawayo.
She is getting mainly solid As in the runup to O Levels
later this year.
The twelve students who are supported by
Friends of Hlekweni through the Secondary Schools
Bursary Scheme are all doing well against the odds:
they are all gifted, and come from needy backgrounds.
Please continue to help us help students like
Rosemary, who writes:

‘ I would like to express my sincere gratitude for
your timely assistance in financing my education
….without your help my dreams of having a
better education would have been shattered.
Now I can focus on my studies without any
worries of when I would pay my school fees
because you are there for me’.

The rains have come!

Cherry Stainforth’s visit

Rains came at last to southern Matabeleland after
five years of drought, and the aquifers are full –
but in some places, the rainfall was severe and this
has meant flooding, plus damage to some crops,
roads and bridge infrastructure. The 2017 harvest
will be better and
should alleviate serious
hunger – although
problems with poor
soil, crop disease,
lack of good seed and
tools remain. However,
despite the better
news, Friends of
Hlekweni believes that
with poverty and
unemployment so
widespread (it is
currently over 90%), the free school meals we
provide are not only important for the children’s
physical wellbeing but they also enable the
children to learn more effectively.

Cherry Stainforth of Watford Meeting went out with
Lee Taylor and Jessica Bishop for a self-funded
‘exploratory visit’; she had previously lived in West Africa
but Zimbabwe was a new experience for her. Cherry
took out two arts and craft activities which went down
very well in Samathonga and Mgadla schools. She has
been instrumental in working with BookAid to get appropriate books into the Friends of Hlekweni schools:
we are optimistic that there will be a significant shipment for Lochview shortly. She writes:
‘I was struck by the openness and, in many cases,
bonds of friendship between Trustees and those FoH is
working to support, which means the charity can offer
small scale, but valuable work directly with schools
and other contacts in the area and ensures that funds
and resources are being very effectively directed
towards the needs of the children’.

How to send money
Thank you for your continuing interest and support.
You can send money in a number of ways:
• by cheque made out to Friends of Hlekweni
and sent to Milton Keynes Quaker Centre, 1
Oakley Gardens, Milton Keynes, MK15 9BH
• by bank transfer or standing order to
Friends of Hlekweni, Cooperative Bank,
sort code: 08 92 99, account no: 65319891
• www.mydonate.bt.com/charities/friendsofhlekweni.

Please remember to Gift Aid
if you are eligible.

Cherry Stainforth giving out teddies and pencil cases to some of the
children at Mgadla Primary School

Yearly Business Meeting
The Yearly Business Meeting for Friends of Hlekweni will be held during Britain
Yearly Meeting Gathering at Warwick University on Tuesday 2nd August at
7.30pm. Please contact us if you’d like to come at info@friendsofhlekweni.org.uk).

Friends of Hlekweni UK, The Quaker Centre, 1 Oakley Gardens, Downhead Park, Milton Keynes MK15 9BH
Email: info@friendsofhlekweni.org.uk; www.friendsofhlekweni.org.uk; UK registered charity no 1126598
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